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Above: Drakes Beach dramatically thinned 

out from the peak of elephant seal breeding 

season.

Center: A pile of plump and healthy weaned 

pups.

Top Left: A bull elephant seal battles a much 

smaller sub-adult male.

Bottom Left: Researchers apply a flipper tag 

to a sleeping weaned pup.

News This Week:

• Only 79 cows remain in Point Reyes as 

of Feb. 27, down from seasonal peak of 

1225. 

• Majority of weaned pups appear to be 

well nourished and healthy.

• Researchers continue flipper tagging 

pups, and have tagged 397 unique 

animals so far!
Photos by M. Cox. And S. Pickton
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Above: A female pup floats on her back and 

practices breath holding. 

Center: A weaned pup swims in a tide pool.. 

ōŀƴǘŜǊέ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǊ ƻŦ ŀŘǳƭǘ ŦŜƳŀƭŜǎΦ After weaning and molting, pups will begin to 
move into the water, often following the lead of older pups. In shallow tidal areas 
weaned pups will practice swimming, foraging behavior, and breath holding. After 
approximately 5 weeks of swimming practice pups will be excellent divers, and be 
proficient enough swimmers to head out into open water to find food. 

Now that the majority of pups 
born in Point Reyes are without 
mom, it is time for them to learn 
how to be an independent seal.  
However, achieving this 
independence relies on 
important social interactions 
with fellow weaned pups. Pups 
will practice aggressive 
behaviors that they will need to 
be successful adults.  Males 
more frequently display mock 
aggressive behavior such as neck 
biting and body slamming, and 
female pups ƳƛƳƛŎ ǘƘŜ ά ƘŜŀŘ

Wonderful Weanlings
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Above: Alpha male D1 on Drakes Beach.

Researchers were pleased to 
read the flipper tag of Drakes 
Beach alpha male D1. The tag 

was spotted earlier in the 
season, but as D1 was 

surrounded by cows and pups it 
was too difficult to read. We got 
our chance this past week. The 
green tag was from Año Nuevo, 

after reaching out to 
researchers there we found out 
that D1 was tagged as a pup ten 
years ago, and re-sighted once 
at Año 5 years later. It will be 

exciting to see if this 10 year old 
bull returns to Drakes Beach 

next year!

Dominating D1
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Northern Elephant Seals at

Point Reyes National Seashore

Total 2018 Female Count vs. 2005-2017 Female Average
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The National Park Service shall not be held liable for improper or incorrect use 
of the data described and/or contained herein. These data and related graphics 
are not legal documents and are not intended to be used as such. The 
information contained in these data is dynamic and may change over time. The 
data are not better than the original sources from which they were derived. It is 
the responsibility of the data user to use the data appropriately and consistent 
within the limitations of geospatial data in general and these data in particular. 
The related graphics are intended to aid the data user in acquiring relevant data; 
it is not appropriate to use the related graphics as data. The National Park 
Service gives no warranty, expressed or implied, as to the accuracy, reliability, 
or completeness of these data. It is strongly recommended that these data are 
directly acquired from an NPS server and not indirectly through other sources 
which may have changed the data in some way. Although these data have been 
processed successfully on computer systems at the National Park Service, no 
warranty expressed or implied is made regarding the utility of the data on other 
systems for general or scientific purposes, nor shall the act of distribution 
constitute any such warranty. This disclaimer applies both to individual use of 
the data and aggregate use with other data. The National Park Service requests 
that the data user refrain from publishing these data and related graphics and 
wait until data is available in official, published reports.


